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Bella Hardy
Nominated Best Original Track ‘The Herring Girl’ BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards 2012 

Acclaimed singer Bella Hardy, three times nominated in the BBC Folk Awards, has a voice marked as '...mesmerising' and '...faultless'. 

Having spent ten years playing some of folk's biggest stages with festival regulars The Pack and Ola, she launched her debut solo album Night Visiting in Autumn 2007 to overwhelming critical support. 

Bella has now established herself as one of the finest young folk acts around, singing unaccompanied ballads, or entwining her hypnotic voice with her own fiddle accompaniment to breathtaking effect. Bella is from Edale in Derbyshire's Dark Peak. 

She performed in two concerts at the Royal Albert Hall as part of the first ever Folk Prom in July 2008, being honoured with the privilege of opening the event with a set of unaccompanied traditional songs. The programme was broadcast simultaneously by BBC 4 and Radio 3, and she also appeared on television on Christmas Day the same year, singing the Coventry Carol in Howard Goodalls ‘The Truth about Carols’ on BBC2.  
Bella’s second album ‘In the Shadow of Mountains’ (2009) was highly praised, with R2 Rock n' Reel Magazine writing "* * * * * 5 stars, In The Shadow of Mountains is stunning”. However, it was Bella's songwriting which was particularly noticed; "Surely no-one has any right to be writing songs with the sophistication of Sylvie Sovay, so early in their career…a mastery of melancholic melody and lyrical portraiture that brings to mind no less than Lennon and McCartney” (English Dance & Song magazine). Her song writing was also noted on Bella's first album Night Visiting (2007), for which Colin Irwin of fRoots wrote "...Bella Hardy is more than a new generation folk revivalist... Her potential is massive.  Her ballad Three Black Feathers was nominated for Best Original Song in the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards 2008, and has since been recorded by Jim Moray on his album Low Culture.  

Songs Lost & Stolen' is the third album release from the acclaimed Peak District singer Bella Hardy, but her first for Navigator Records. Consisting of 12 songs all written by Bella, the album combines the traditional styles and ballad forms that have always been at the centre of her work with an added gift for poetry and Angela Carter-inspired twisted tales. Her songs touch on both the fantastical, storytelling elements of Kate Bush and the lovelorn songwriting craft of Carole King, ranging in subject matter from fairytales to English working class history via childhood nostalgia, myths, murder and the human condition.

Songs include ‘Bridge of Dean’ - a tragic tale inspired by the fears that lurk in our own imagination, and ‘Rosabel’ - a retelling of the Beauty and the Beast fairytale, with hints of early Joni Mitchell. Opening track ‘Labyrinth’ explores the Greek myth as a metaphor for modern relationships, as the music swells with tempestuous, almost Florence & the Machine-like drama.

The album was produced by Mattie Foulds, a member of critically acclaimed collective The Burns Unit alongside the likes of King Creosote, Emma Pollock and Karine Polwart and a veteran of the vibrant Cape Breton music scene. Mattie brought a lush and textured sound to Bella’s songs, aided by former Kate Rusby & Eddi Reader guitarist Anna Massie, Perthshire fiddle prodigy Patsy Reid of the band Breabach, Lau’s Kris Drever - contributing stunning slide guitar and backing vocals, Juliard graduate Su-a Lee (on both cello and musical saw!) as well as long-time collaborators Corinna Hewat on harp and Chris Sherburn on concertina. 

But at the centre of it all is Bella’s soaring and captivating voice, inhabiting her characters and spinning her stories with an equal balance of strength and sensitivity. Songs Lost & Stolen is a stunning and ambitious step forward from a unique and fascinating songwriter.

‘…marvelously assured’ **** 4 Stars (Financial Times)
‘…an impressive set’ **** 4 Stars (The Guardian) 
‘….beautifully crafted and conceived with poetic flair’ (The Independent) 
‘…seductive and original’ **** 4 Stars (The Telegraph)
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